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Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans        March 29, 2020 

“Nothing”                     5th Sunday in Lent 

2 Kings 4: 1-7, Matthew 11: 28-30      

Pastor Jonathan 

 

It’s only been two weeks since we had our last service in person, but already 

it’s hard to remember those days.  Do you remember ever asking yourself 

what you would do if suddenly you were given a month off or more?  

Remember all those chores or challenges that you have been putting off?  

Now there’s no reason to do them. But are you? Now you have the time at 

home to do them.   

 

It’s still hard to process the fact that we are urged, in some places to the 

point of fines and arrest to stay home, not go to work, not do our regular 

travelling, not do that which we have planned to do.  Just stay home. But 

here we are. 

 

Last week I suggested that we can now catch up on our sleep and rest. Nap. 

Please. We have been putting off the fourth commandment to keep a 

Sabbath rest for years, many of us. Now get your rest. Receive it as a gift 

from God. The author I mentioned incorrectly last week, whose name is 

actually Robert Morris, wrote the book Take the Day Off (2019). He is 

reflecting on the benefit of taking time off and getting our rest. God has 

given the whole population a chance to do so, with the health benefits that 

come from that. But you and I both know there is more going on than our 

getting time off, from whatever our lives were “normally.” 

 

Now we get to decide what the new normal is, from scratch, from nothing. 

Now the concept of nothing is a problem for scholars and philosophers. You 

can google this, if you want to learn something about nothing. The problem 

is once you have spoken about nothing, it becomes something. It is a 

question of reification.  That’s a fancy word for bringing something to 

existence by saying its name.  That’s what God did as only God can in the 

beginning, as He spoke reality into existence.  We simply talk about nothing, 

and it becomes a category of experience that you and I understand.  Yes? 

 

Now, nothing is not a problem for us. You know what it means. You can do 

nothing for a long time, if you want to.  In fact, it can be argued that a big 

part of what we are being told to do, is to go home and do nothing, or do 

your job very differently, if your job is basically computer work. We are 
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challenged to completely change our lives from scratch, from nothing. And 

the beauty of that is: that is the place God often meets us. If our lives are full 

and we haven’t got time for God, what can He do to meet us? But if all of a 

sudden we hit the bottom of our lives, our jobs gone, our recreation 

curtailed, our plans defeated, then what? We can do nothing, like turn the 

TV on and watch two year old sports. I admit I did that last weekend, a two 

year old golf match, and a twenty year old hockey match.  I didn’t watch it 

all. But that is approaching doing nothing. Yes?  

 

Many of us are crippled by the information overload of the news, a sense of 

powerlessness, that we can’t do anything to make our lives better, except 

wash your hands and stay away from people.  Wow.  This is exactly the 

place God can meet us. He meets us in our need. We find that in Jesus’ 

ministry. That’s why so much of it is healing ministry, because God meets 

us in our need.  If we think we have no needs, then why come to Jesus? But 

if we have needs out of our control, addictions, compulsions (uncontrollable 

behaviours), obsessions (uncontrollable thoughts), fears, anxieties, health 

concerns of many kinds, physical and mental…AND…we can admit them to 

God and to one another, Jesus will make Himself real to you as never before. 

 

Jesus says: Come unto me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) Did you notice that the prerequisite, the 

requirement for coming to Jesus is your being tired and loaded down: weary 

and burdened? How many of you are feeling tired and loaded down these 

days, even if you don’t have all your regular responsibilities on top of you? 

Many of us do. Jesus invites us today to take His yoke upon us.  Yoking a 

plowing animal, was the way to transfer the animal’s energy into the farming 

need: usually plowing the earth. Jesus invites us to work side by side with 

Him, in His work, of first of all being cared for by Him, being close to Him; 

and second, caring for others, as He directs.  Even in these days. Especially 

in these days. 

 

Jesus reminds us of His character in Matthew 11: 29: He is gentle and 

humble in heart. That is not the totality of his character, but that is who He 

is. He comes to us to come along side us, to hang out with us, to love us, 

beyond the ways we even know we need to be loved, and in humility, He 

listens to us, and deeply cares for us. Even in these days. Especially in these 

days. Talk to Him. You have the time. Talk to Him. He will give you the rest 

you desperately need. The work He has for us, with His strength and energy 

right alongside us is easy and light. It may not feel like that. But it is. And 
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He will direct you to care for, hang out with (albeit over the phone or 

computer) others, as He cares for you and comforts you, you can do the 

same with others. That’s His Kingdom work. Relationship with Jesus. 

Relationship with one another. 

 

He meets us as well in our lowest moments, when we have nothing at all to 

offer Him. This draws us to the story of the widow in 2 Kings 4. Her 

husband had been in ministry, in the prophetic school of Elijah and Elisha. 

All of a sudden, her husband died. Her world caved in. And in that day and 

age, the creditors were not only going to take her lodging, they were going 

to take her two sons as slaves. She was desperate, to say the least. 

 

So she goes to the prophet Elisha. She pours out her story to him, which he 

may or may not already know. But she knows in her grief and desperation, 

which is what a lot of us are experiencing right now, that the prophet still 

might help her. But she has no idea how. Are you in that space today? Do 

you have no idea how God might help you, if you are in crisis, or simply 

passing the hours, or not sure what is happening to you?  Tell Him what you 

need. 

 

The widow told Elisha. And he asks the question: “How can I help you? 

What do you have in your house?” (2 Kings 4:2) And her answer: “Your 

servant has nothing there at all.”  Nothing. Most of us have a few cans on the 

shelf. We have clean water. We have some way to get supplies. She has 

nothing.  She is destitute. She knows her need. 

 

And almost as an afterthought, she says in that same verse, “except a little 

oil.” Now if you and I had a few ounces of canola oil or olive oil in a little 

container, and that was it for supplies, we too would say we have nothing. 

But she remembers this, and in total honesty tells the prophet of that little bit 

of oil. Remember this is Elisha who did many miracles, you can read about 

them in 2 Kings. He tells the woman to go to her neighbours and gather their 

empty jars and leftover clay pots and the like. They probably know her and 

may even know what she is going through. They give her the equivalent of 

their leftover mason jars, likely made of pottery.  Note how the community 

helps her in her need, and how she needs to ask them for help, for her to get 

what she needs from God. 

 

So she likely has dozens of jars, we don’t know the exact number. Elisha 

tells her to close the door (this is not an exercise in entertainment, this is her 
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sons’ lives at stake, and her own). He tells her to pour from the oil she has 

into the empty vessels. And she does: over and over again, until they are no 

more jars to fill.  After this happened, she asked the man of God what to do, 

probably because she was so surprised and shocked at what had happened. 

He says, “Sell the oil, pay off your debts, and you even have enough to sell 

after that, so that you and your sons can live…” Isn’t that beautiful? God 

pours into her life through the prophet’s instruction, and her obedience. 

 

Now you and I may feel like an empty vessel. Maybe you are empty these 

days, and feel like you have nothing to look forward to. And God wants to 

pour into you, as He did pour into those empty clay jars for that woman. He 

will provide. 

 

What is in your life now that is impossible, and looks like there is no way 

out? Give it to God. Listen. Do what He says.  Are your children or 

grandchildren in trouble? Are you unable to provide for yourself? Give it to 

Jesus. Give yourself anew to Jesus. Accept Him as Master and Teacher anew 

today. He will provide. Maybe not in the way you expect. But He will 

provide. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


